2025 SCDA AGM

Message from the Chair

2025 was an amazing year for the SCDA and the Similkameen Valley, it was an honor to
serve on the SCDA board with such an awesome group of passionate people who are
dedicated to sustainable growth and development in the Similkameen Valley.

SCDA Misson

To foster relationships and embrace the Similkameen Valley’s rich diversity to support
sustainable economic development and growth.

SCDA Vision

A thriving and resilient Similkameen Valley where community and economy grow together,
honoring local resources for future generations.

Thank You

SCDA board directors, staff, volunteers, and our partners throughout the valley have
worked extremely hard this year on many events, programs, and initiatives like the
Similkameen Sizzle, Keremeos Light Up, the Changemakers Series, the Agrotourism
Strategy, and the 5k Run in Partnership with the RDOS. We sincerely thank you all for your
time and involvement!

Thank you 2025 SCDA Board Members: Chair Dion Eden, Secretary-Treasurer Sarah Martin,
Directors at Large Rachael Gurevitch, Joe Domijan, Carol Fitsell, Kim Hicks, Karen Gurney,
Lana Dugas, and prior board member Vice Chair Jarred Johnson. Thank you to Mac Warson,
and all the other past Chairs, Board Members, Staff, and Volunteers for establishing the
strong foundational roots of SCDA allowing the organization to grow to what it is today and
into the future.

A huge thank you to Executive Administrator Vanessa Abbott Schwartz for continuing to
champion the community and the Similkameen Valley. Vanessa has led so many initiatives
in the area from the highly successful Sizzle to the free Changemakers Series that provides
people with the skills to grow. Also, a big thank you to Hugh Gillis Visitor Services
Coordinator for stepping up this year and always being there to support any intuitive the
SCDA takes on.



Year in Review

The year started out awesome with the 2024 Keremeos Light Up Parade. The 2024 Parade
did 2 complete loops from HWY 3 around to Veterans Ave. 2025 will be even bigger with the
Keremeos Street Crawl added in partnership with local businesses, the Street Crawl
encourages businesses to stay open later.

Shop local was added as a local Facebook Page that encourages local businesses to post
events, sales, and other things like new business announcements.

The SCDA released the Similkameen Valley Agrotourism Strategy this year to form a
Steering Committee to help champion the strategy. There were multiple public information
sessions including one in August and November to build momentum and form a group to
lead the initiative.

Keremeos Area B and G are now featured in the 2025 edition of the Thompson Okanagan
Backroad Mapbooks! A huge thank you to the RDOS for supporting this initiative, a big step
in putting our valley on the map (literally!). Whether you're a local explorer or a curious
visitor grab a copy of it at Visitor Services Center.

The Similkameen Sizzle has seen significant growth over the past few years; this is in large
part due to Vanessa’s hard work to grow and promote the event. Vanessa has organized and
planned the Sizzle for 3 years now and the event has become an all-ages event with spicy
candy and drinks competition for kids to the adult hot pepper eating contest where waivers
were signed. This year a dunk tank was added with some volunteers getting lots of attention
from patrons who wanted to dunk them. Next year will be even bigger with added
attractions planned and more vendors plus additional food trucks. As Vanessa says,
“Hotter Than Ever!”.

The 5k Run in Partnership with the RDOS was held for the 3 consecutive year. This
amazing event brings the community together with runners, walkers, and people of all
ability levels to participate. There were even dogs joining in and tons of cheerleads that
encouraged participants. Thank you RDOS Rec Center Staff and Management, the SCDA
loves partnering with you. The 2026 run is planned to increase to 10k and have record
attendance.

The Changemakers Series is an amazing FREE week-long event to help foster community
growth and development in a safe environment. This valuable event provides people with
the tools to grow personally and professionally and how to use these tools to make a life
change. Thank you, Vanessa and Hugh, all the volunteers, all the presenters, all our
partners that provided a place to host these events, and anyone else involved in making
this event happen. What an amazing week!



Speaking of another amazing week. On November 6 the Village of Keremeos and the SCDA
signed a lease agreement to allow the SCDA to operate from the Visitor Center located at
410 7™ Avenue. We look forward to continuing to build strong respectful relationships with
all our partners and friends locally and aboard. We will continue to work closely with the
Village of Keremeos, the RDOS, Similkameen Rec Programs & Servies, the Community
Foundation of the South Okanagan Similkameen, Similkameen Independent Winegrowers,
Ntamtgen Community Garden & many more!

Looking into the Future

The SCDA is looking forward to 2026 events like the Similkameen Sizzle, the Changemakers
Series, Keremeos Light Up, and the 5k run to be even bigger and more successful next year

with the help of our board members, staff, partners, and many volunteers across the valley
that make these events happen. SCDA continues to build and grow respectful relationships
with our valued partners, allies, and friends.

Thank you SCDA Board Members, staff, and Volunteers for your time and continued
passion. If you know someone who has volunteered anywhere give them a handshake, a
high five, or just say thanks, I’m sure your appreciation for their hard work will make their
day!

Thank you all for your passion and dedication to help make the community a vibrant place!

Sincerely,

Dion Eden SCDA Chair



