


Land Acknowledgement 

The SCDA Board & Staff are honored to respectfully 
live, work, & play on Unceded Ancestral Traditional 

Territories of the Syilx Nation, home of the 
Similamix & Smelqmix People.



Adoption of
SCDA Bylaws 3.2 
At a general meeting, the following 
business is ordinary business:
(a) adoption of rules of order;
(b) consideration of any financial 
statements of the Society presented to the 
meeting;
(c) consideration of the reports, if any, of 
the directors or auditor;
(d) election or appointment of directors;
(e) appointment of an auditor, if any;
(f) business arising out of a report of the 
directors not requiring the passing of a 
special resolution.



SCDA 2025 AGM Agenda
WELCOME & ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
ANNUAL REPORTS 

PRESENTATIONS 
 Agri-Tourism Strategy
 Economic Vitality Initiative

Visitor Services Agreement RDOS Term
ELECTION  & Welcome New Board Members

Chair Report
 Year in Review
Treasurer’s Report 
Annual Financial Statements 

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
 OPEN FORUM 
  ADJOURNMENT 

1st Board Meeting after 
 AGM



SCDA Board & Staff
Dion Eden Rachael Gurevitch Carol Fitsell Sarah Martin

Lana Dugas Kim Hicks Karen Gurney Hugh Gillis 
Vanessa Abbott 

Schwartz 

Joe Domijan 



Chair 
Report

2025 was an amazing year for SCDA, it was 
an honor to serve on the board with such 
an awesome group of passionate people 
dedicated to sustainable growth and 
development in the Similkameen Valley. 

SCDA board directors, staff, volunteers & 
our partners throughout the valley have 
worked hard this year on many events, 
programs, and initiatives like the 
• Keremeos Light Up

• Similkameen Sizzle 
• Agrotourism Strategy
• Changemakers Series

• 5k Run in Partnership with RDOS
We sincerely THANK YOU all for your time 

and involvement!



SCDA Mission
Our mission is to foster 

relationships and embrace the 
Similkameen Valley’s rich diversity 
to support sustainable economic 

development and growth

SCDA Vision
A thriving and resilient 

Similkameen Valley where 
community and economy grow 

together, honoring local 
resources for future 

generations



2024 
Light Up Keremeos

Parade makes 2 
loops around 

HWY 3 & Veterans
Record-breaking 

participation



SCDA created Shop Local Similkameen Facebook Group to 
shout out local businesses, keep informed of business hours 

and promotions, discover local deals and specials, and to 
connect with the community.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shoplocalsimilkameen
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Agrotourism
The SCDA released the Similkameen Valley Agrotourism Strategy this 

year to form a Steering Committee to help champion the strategy. 
There were multiple public information sessions in August and 

November to build momentum and form a group to lead the initiative. 



Big news for 
the 

Similkameen

Keremeos Area B and G are now featured in the latest 
edition of the Thompson Okanagan Backroad 
Mapbooks! A huge thank you to the RDOS for 

supporting this initiative, a big step in putting our 
valley on the map (literally!). Whether you're a local 

explorer or a curious visitor grab a copy of it at Visitor 
Services Center.



5 K FUN RUN
The 5k Run in Partnership with the RDOS 

was held for the 3rd consecutive year. 
This amazing event brings the 

community together with runners, 
walkers, and people of all ability levels 

to participate. 



2025 Similkameen Sizzle
Record numbers Since 2018

More Vendors and Food Trucks
Events for all ages



Changemakers



Visitors Center
Keremeos Rec Center

Temporary Location
Visitors Information 

Center
 



Partnerships and Relationship Building
Providing Visitors Services for 

Keremeos & the Similkameen Valley



2025 Light Up

Street crawl added by 
local business 

community



SCDA Financial Report

Annual Financial 
Statements

Presentation 



79 Current Members
$80 Per Membership



Open Board Director Roles

Vice Chair
Secretary

Directors at Large



Looking Ahead
And

The SCDA is looking forward to 2026 
events like Similkameen Sizzle, 5k 
run, Changemakers Series, & Light 
Up, to be even bigger & better next 

year with the help of our board 
members, staff, partners, & many 
volunteers across the valley that 

make these events happen. SCDA 
continues to build and grow 

respectful relationships with our 
valued partners, allies, and friends.



Thank You 
Everyone!

Thank you 2025 SCDA Board Members: Chair 
Dion Eden, Executive Administer and Treasurer 
Sarah Martin, Carol Fitsell, Joe Domijan, 
Rachael Gurevitch, Karen Gurney, Lana Dugas, 
and Kim Hicks, and prior board members Vice 
Chair Jarred Johnson. 

A huge thank you to Executive Administrator 
Vanessa Abbott Schwartz for continuing to 
champion the community, Vanessa has led so 
many initiatives in the area from the highly 
successful Sizzle to the free Changemakers 
Series that provides people with the skills to 
grow. Also, a big thank you to Hugh Gillis 
Visitor Services Coordinator for stepping up 
this year and always being there to support 
any intuitive the SCDA takes on. Finally, the 
SCDA would like to thank all the Volunteers 
who helped with the multitude of events this 
year, we couldn’t do this without your help. We 
all can make the community better by working 
together.



End Presentation
Questions 



Thank You For Attending
Questions?
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