SIMILKAMEEN COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

Similkameen Sizzle Hot Sauce Contest
Submission Requirements & Fact Sheet

Think you’ve got what it takes to bring the heat? Submit your best homemade or small-batch
hot sauce for a chance to claim the title of Similkameen’s Sauciest. We have four contest
categories:

e Judge’s Choice — Mild, Medium, and Hot

e People’s Choice — Your fan favourite or best-seller

Before you bring the fire, make sure to read the fine print:

SAUCE SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
1. IT MUST BE A SAUCE
No raw peppers, infused oils, or spice rubs. Hot pepper jellies, jams, or other spreadable
condiments are not eligible. Entries must be pourable, liquid-based sauces
2. REAL PEPPERS MUST BE THE PRIMARY BASE INGREDIENT
Sauces that do not contain actual peppers as a key component will be disqualified.
3. ONE SAUCE PER ENTRANT PER CATEGORY
Make it count.
4. SUBMISSION QUANTITY
Minimum 150 ml. This ensures judges can properly evaluate your entry.

5. LABELLING

When you drop off your sauce, you will receive a label to complete on-site. This must include:
- Sauce name
- Your name

Contact information
Business name (if applicable)
Heat level (Mild, Medium, or Hot)
Once filled out, the label must be securely attached to your container. This label is used for
prize contact purposes only and will not be visible during judging.

6. PACKAGING
Sealed and clean packaging required. For Judge’s Choice, entries from non-commercial
producers are welcome, but all submissions must be in properly sealed jars or bottles. Open
containers or Tupperware will not be accepted. We reserve the right to reject any entries that
appear unsafe or improperly stored.

For People’s Choice, only small-batch commercial entries will be accepted. Valid Food Safe
certification and Interior Health approval are required.

7. REFRIGERATION
If your sauce must be kept cold, bring it in a cooler. We do not have refrigeration available on
site.

8. INGREDIENT LIST REQUIRED
If your sauce does not have a commercial label, a separate printed ingredient list must be
provided. Judges may review the ingredient list to verify eligibility and for allergy awareness.



ENTRY LIMITS AND DAY-OF REGISTRATION
We had an incredible amount of submissions in previous years. To ensure fair and efficient
judging, entries will be limited per category and accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
There will be no pre-registration.
Day-of entries will be accepted between 8:30 AM and 11 AM at the Sizzle Info Booth (located
at the Beverage Garden).
Once a category is full, no additional entries for that category will be accepted.

- Mild: Maximum 12 entries

- Medium: Maximum 10 entries

- Hot: Maximum 8 entries

- People’s Choice (commercial small-batch only): 12 entries
Arrive early to secure your spot.

JUDGING CRITERIA
Judge’s Choice entries will be evaluated on the following:
- Flavour and balance
- Heat level
- Uniqueness/Creativity
- Appearance and presentation
- Additional internal criteria as determined by the judging panel
- Ingredient list (to verify pepper content and overall quality)

Both Judge’s Choice and People’s Choice awards will be announced on stage in the early
afternoon.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND BLIND JUDGING

To ensure a fair and unbiased competition, all sauces will be judged blind. After labeling, each
sauce will be placed in a paper bag and marked with a sticker indicating only the heat level
category (Mild, Medium or Hot). All identifying information will be hidden from the judges. Only
the Hot Sauce Contest Lead will have access to the entrant list. Judges will not be informed of
entrant identities until after scoring is complete and winners are selected.

Have questions?

Contact us at:
admin@similkameencountry.org
@SimSizzleFest

Similkameen Country Development Association
Phone: (250) 499-5225

Email: admin@similkameencountry.org

Mail: PO Box 490, Keremeos BC VOX 1NO



