
Statues 
“Quail Amos” 
Lead Artists​ : David Russell & Susan Shearer 
Year​ ​ : 2018 
Inspiration​ : Amos was named by resident Rob Showell who had the winning entry in 
Keremeos “Name the Quail” contest. Look for the second quail, “Kera”. 
Location​ : Memorial Park 
Funder(s)​ : South Similkameen Arts Society, Province of BC 
 
“Quail Kera” 
Lead Artist​ : Bob Terry 
Year​ ​ : 2018 
Inspiration​ : Kera was named by resident Susan Huggus who had the winning entry in 
Keremeos “Name the Quail” contest. Look for the second quail, “Amos”. 
Location​ : nixʷinaʔ Park (Pocket Park) 
Funder(s)​ : Province of BC 
 
Murals 
“Chief Woman Dancing” 
Artist​ : Sharifah Marsden, various local students 
Year​ ​ : 2025 
Inspiration​ : "It was a design that I created about a fancy dancer and she's dancing a 
celebration," said Marsden. "What I do with my work, my way to give back is to work with 
young people and with emerging artists to teach them to do what I do and pass down my 
teachings and show them how it is possible to create something on a large scale. 
The mural shows a celebration of family, culture and life, and the main dancer represents a 
matriarch of the community.  
Location​ : Similkameen Recreation Centre 
Funder(s)​ : Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) & Lower Similkameen 
Community Services Society (LSCSS) 
 
“The Beauty of the Okanagan” 
Lead Artist​ : M3 Artistry Melissa Meretsy 
Year​ ​ : 2020 
Location​ : Hanson’s Funeral Home/downtown intersection (west-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : TL Timber Ltd 
 
“Stronger Together” 
Lead Artist​ : Melissa Menzies-O’Grady 
Year​ ​ : 2025 
Inspiration​ : This mural fosters hope and awareness for those impacted by crime and  

Similkameen Country Development Association  
Phone: (250) 499-5225 Email: admin@similkameencountry.org Mail: PO Box 490, Keremeos BC V0X 1N0 



violence. Celebrating Keremeos’ spirit of connection, resilience, and care, it reflects our 
shared commitment to a safer, stronger Similkameen. Inspired by our iconic landscape and 
vibrant community, each element tells a story of solidarity, generosity, and belonging. 
Location​ : Buy-Low (south-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : LSCSS  
 
“Chief Skemxist” 
Lead Artist​ : Madelyn Terbasket 
Year​ ​ : 2020 
Inspiration​ : The bear in this mural represents a traditional Syilx teaching about a bear who 
gave his life so the people could be nourished - a powerful story of sacrifice and care. The 
image was chosen to create a sense of belonging and visibility for Similkameen people in 
Keremeos. Surrounding the bear are sunflowers, a heartfelt tribute to the artist’s childhood 
and the group of friends once known as “the sunflower kids”. 
Location​ : Okanagan Similkameen Community Acupuncture/nixʷinaʔ Park (Pocket Park) 
Funder(s)​ : Community Foundation of the South Okanagan Similkameen (NSG Program), 
LSCSS 
 
”You all have arrived” 
Lead Artist​ : Young Artist Warriors and IndigenEYEZ 
Inspiration​ : This beautiful mural was designed through the story telling by the members of 
the Lower Similkameen Indian Band.  
Location​ : Okanagan Similkameen Community Acupuncture/nixʷinaʔ Park (Pocket Park) 
Funder(s)​ : Province of BC, Fortis BC 
 
“Life”  
Lead Artist​ : Sue DeWolf & SESS Students 
Year​ ​ : 2021 
Inspiration​ : A celebration of the natural world and the values that shape our community. 
Drawing inspiration from the land, culture, and spirit of Keremeos, the mural reflects themes of 
unity, growth, inclusivity, and wellness. Its imagery flows together to tell a story of connection 
- between people, nature, and the continuous journey of life in the Similkameen. 
Location​ : Pharmasave (west-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : LSCSS, Canadian Women’s Foundation 
 
“Love” 
Lead Artist​ : Sharifah Marsden 
Year​ ​ : 2022 
Inspiration​ : The Love mural blends Indigenous, Thai, and Settler imagery to honour the 
2SLGBTQIA+ community and the feminist movement. Across three panels, it highlights 
ancestral wisdom, challenges gender roles, and celebrates Pride, Trans identity, and Every 
Child Matters through a vibrant fancy dancer. Queer characters from Syilx captikʷł - like 
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Chickadee, Muskrat, and Turtle - appear throughout, while a Thai pagoda and Similkameen 
beadwork tie together cultural elements. Above it all, “Love” is written in English, nsyilxcən, 
and Thai, reminding us that love is universal and we all come from the stars. 
Location​ : Benja Thai (east-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : LSCSS, FortisBC 
 
“Pickle” 
Lead Artist​ : Layna Fowler  
Year​ ​ : 2025 
Inspiration​ : Created by a Creston-based artist with a personal connection to Keremeos  - 
through her grandmother, Sherry Fowler, who introduced her to the opportunity - this mural 
was inspired by a request to feature a treasure chest and “Pickle” the parrot, a beloved pet of 
a volunteer. The result is a whimsical, storybook-style scene bursting with secondhand 
treasures that reflect the quirky charm of the shop. At its heart, Pickle appears as a cheerful 
pirate, guiding visitors toward the wonders inside. This bright and welcoming mural is a tribute 
to creativity, community spirit, and family roots. 
Location​ : Treasure Chest Thrift Store (west-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : Treasure Chest Thrift Store 
 
“Harmony” 
Lead Artist​ : Sharifa Marsden  
Year​ ​ : 2022 
Inspiration​ : Created by young Indigenous artists to celebrate the 2SLGBTQIA+ community 
and the feminist movement through Native American cultural expression. Each planet 
represents a different identity, all orbiting a sun and moon depicted as women - symbolizing 
the essential role of women in nurturing and sustaining life. The artist hopes this piece will 
inspire young people, especially those who feel unseen, to know they are valued and not 
alone. 
Location​ : Cawston Community Hall (west-facing wall) 
Funder(s)​ : LSCSS, FortisBC, LSIB 
 
Other 
“From Hate to Hope” 
Lead Artist​ : Created by artist Haley Regan. Designed SOICS youth 
Year​ ​ : 2003 
Inspiration​ : Designed to bring communities together and spark conversations about hate 
Location​ : South Similkameen Health Centre 
Funder(s)​ : The South Okanagan Immigrant and Community Services, Interior Health, BC 
Office of Human Rights Commissioner  
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